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Tremendous growth in the number of health and behavior services provided by psychologists to Medicare beneficiaries from 2002 to 2004
The increase in Medicare claims for health and behavior services from 2002 to 2004 has been spectacular, due to increasing utilization by psychologists who provide psychological services to patients with physical disorders.  APA’s multi-year advocacy efforts to develop the new codes and win their inclusion in the Medicare system came to fruition January 1, 2002.  Prior to that time, psychologists treating patients with physical disorders had to use billing codes developed for use in the mental health system to capture psychological service delivery.

In their first year of availability, the codes were used only 64,000 times nationwide by psychologists.  However, from 2002 to 2003 the number of health and behavior services billed by psychologists more than tripled.  Recent Medicare claims data for 2004 reveal that health and behavior services by psychologists have continued to grow, with utilization increasing by over 53% in that year alone. 
 Psychologists have provided over 95% of the health and behavior services furnished to Medicare beneficiaries. In turn, Medicare payments to psychologists for health and behavior services have risen from $1.5 million in the first year since their inception to over $10 million just two years later.
All Medicare carriers are now reimbursing for these billing codes.  In addition, many private carrier insurance plans now reimburse for the services captured by the codes.  
For more information about the Health and Behavior Codes, examples of their appropriate usage, and frequently asked questions, visit the APA Practice Organization’s practitioner portal at www.apapractice.org. 
Number of Medicare H&B claims by psychologists - 2002 to 2004
Code



   2002


2003

   2004
96150 – Assessment
   
 12,952

49, 944
  74,371

96151 – Reassessment
 21,089

52,058

  47,599

96152 – Ind. Intervention
 24,833
          134,468
245,055

96153 – Group Intervention
    3,073

  9,209

  16,431

96154 – Family Intervention*   2,070

  6,043

    7,003

Totals:


 64,017

251,722
390,492

* No data are provided for code 96155, family intervention without the patient, because it is not a Medicare-covered service. 

Medicare reimbursement to psychologists for H&B claims - 2002 to 2004
Code

2002 Payments
2003 Payments
2004 Payments
96150

$ 342,321

$ 1,324,015

$ 1,933,646
96151

$ 541,987

$ 1,321,752

$ 1,237,574
96152

$ 611,388

$ 3,263,538

$ 6,372,288


96153

$   16,686

$      51,570

$    657,240
96154

$    49,452

$    144,427

$    182,078
Totals:
$ 1,561,834

$ 6,105,302

$ 10,382,826
Information furnished by the APA Practice Directorate.  For additional information visit www.apapractice.org or contact Government Relations at 202-336-5889 for assistance with billing problems.
